
Celebrate Love 
A two day seminar for married couples 
exploring spirituality and sexuality in 
the Catholic context. 

		  2008	  
	 Albury, NSW	 Nov 15/16  
	 Sydney, NSW	 Nov 22/23 
		  2009	  
	 Perth, WA	 Jan 31/Feb 1 
	 Sydney, NSW	 Mar 7/8 
	West Wagga, NSW	 Mar 7/8 
	 Brisbane, QLD	 Mar TBA 
	 Perth, WA	 May 2/3 
	 Newcastle, NSW	 May TBA 
	 Wellington, NZ	 TBA 
	 Masaka, Uganda	 TBA 
	 Londone, UK	 TBA 

www.CelebrateLove.com.au
Embrace  
           Preparing to Live in Love
A six session programme for dating or 
engaged couples preparing to marry in 
the Catholic Church. 

Available Now!  
Sydney, Newcastle, Brisbane, Perth, 

London
Three formats:
- individual couple-to-couple mentoring
- small home based groups
- large parish based groups

www.Embrace.org.au

Smart Loving 
	 Public Talks 2009

Brisbane - Nov 8 - Sexy...Saint or 
Sinner? 

Five Dock – Nov 9 - Mission to Love

 www.CelebrateLove.com.au

Living Well Media 
  Resources for Catholic 
Families, Schools & Parishes
Multimedia and print materials 
featuring Christopher West, Fr Tony 
Percy, Teresa Pirola, Karen & Jonathan 
Doyle and Byron & Francine Pirola

www.LivingWellMedia.com.au

is a free e-newsheet produced by 
PMRC Australia. Please forward 
to friends and family with our 
compliments. To subscribe or 
unsubscribe, send your details to: 

info@theprmc.org
 
Reproduction of words or illustrations 
permitted provided that Celebrate Love 
or PMRC Australia is acknowledged. 

In times past, dating and courtship were closely linked to marriage in a clear sequence of 
relationship development. Dating was a low-commitment means of getting to know a person in 
their character. Once one individual was singled out for special attention, courtship followed and 
the unspoken assumption was that this was a time of discernment – should we marry? There 
was a sense of purposefulness to the relationship as one didn’t court until one was ready for 
marriage. Once a couple entered this stage, exclusivity was expected and it was safe to let your 
guard down so that your courtship partner could get to know who you really were. Marriage 
followed when both were satisfied that they were in fact well matched.

These days, dating is still a low-commitment relationship but it is more often characterised 
by sexual experimentation than it is on evaluating the character of one’s potential life-partner. 
Similarly, courtship has also been redefined. By and large, courtship has been displaced by 
cohabitation – an ambiguous arrangement that can mean anything from a permanent life-
commitment to a temporary ‘friends with benefits’ deal. Once a couple cohabits, the sense 
of direction in their relationship seems to dissipate – after all, they could remain this way 
indefinitely. The discernment process slows right down until typically one or the other puts the 
heat on. At this point, the discernment is around ‘when’ to marry rather than ‘who’ to marry. 
The problem is that many couples begin cohabiting well before they have developed a deep 
appreciation of the other’s character and their suitability for marriage and raising a family. Now 
it’s harder to make that judgement; there’s just too much invested.  

No doubt times have changed. The problem is the human heart hasn’t; it’s still just as vulnerable 
as it ever was to being broken. In the new rules of 21st Century dating, the wise single won’t 
give their heart and soul to just anyone. They’ll wait until they find a person of character who is 
ready to love them ‘all the days of their life’. 
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Smart Dating #3:
21st Century Courtship

November 2008

But I can’t marry you!

You have no character!
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